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PUBLIC RADIO WEEK FEATURES
BUTTE ‘PRAIRIE HOME COMPANION’ SHOWS
MISSOULA —
Montana Public Radio has been turned on and growing for 35 years, something it couldn’t 
have done without its listeners. That theme will fill the airwaves April 1-9 during the annual Public 
Radio Week flind-raiser. As they did last year, organizers hope to raise $315,000.
This year’s 35th anniversary celebration will kick off Saturday, April 1, at 6 p.m. with a 
rebroadcast of the “A Prairie Home Companion” (PHC) show that originated in Butte last June. 
That program will be followed by the new PHC “Joke Show.”
Then a week later on April 8 at 6 p.m., Montana Public Radio will broadcast a second 
PHC show that was taped in Butte -  a show heard only by the audience at the Mother Lode 
Theater. Listeners are encouraged to tune in, since neither Butte PHC program will ever be 
available on tape.
Each year during Public Radio Week loyal listeners donate more than 2,000 goods and 
services called premiums, which are used to thank those who give pledges. Past premiums have
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included everything from sailing trips and balloon rides to tarot readings, cheesecakes, worm bins 
and a hunt for sleeping grizzly bears. One listener in Helena has started a tradition of pledging for 
what he considers the most unusual premium. Last year he surprised his wife with a musk ox hide.
A High-Noon Readout of all available premiums will be made Sundays during Public 
Radio Week. Other fund-raiser highlights will be:
■ Dr. Science taking questions from listeners Thursday, April 6, during Gus Chambers’ 
“Morning Freeforms” show.
■ “Opera Buffo” taking a lighthearted look at opera facts and fables Saturday afternoon 
on April 8.
■ “Bach to Bach” presenting six hours of the master’s music Sunday morning on April 9.
■ “Pet Wars” at 5 p.m. on Sunday, April 9 -  a program where callers pledge donations in 
the names of their pets, living and dead, to see whether dogs or cats are the most popular.
KUFM in Missoula is the home base for Montana Public Radio, which broadcasts to about 
40 percent of the state. Those wishing to call in or make a pledge during Public Radio Week 
should call 243-6400 locally and (800) 325-1565 outside Missoula.
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